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and won first prizes only in history and Latin com-
position, with a second prize in French composition,
second accessits in Greek and gymnastics, and a third
accessit in geography. He did not remain for the
last term of the Lycee Charlemagne's six-year course,
but passed from the right to the left bank of the
Seine for two terms at the Lycee Henri IV, which
specializes in preparing students for entrance*
examinations at the Ecole Normale Superieure.

An event which he regards mystically as a turning-
point in his life occurred during his attendance at
the Lycee Charlemagne. " I can recall," narrates
he,1 the first impression which directed me to the
Socialist idea, or rather which began to create in me
a disposition of latent and diffuse thought to which,
some years later, the two men who became my
masters, Lucien Herr and Jean Jaures, were to
supply an exact form." A benevolent principal had
thrown open the library to students during their
hours of recess. One afternoon, within its shadows,
Leon was thumbing the leaves of this volume and
that. He was fourteen years old* His attention was
caught by a page in the third act of a comedy by
Emile Augier entitled Les EffronUs* or " The
Malaperts/3 The time is around 1845 and the
scene is the luxurious study of Vernouillet, a news-
paper proprietor. Joining in the dialogue arc
Giboyer,his madcap secretary ; Charrler, a banker;

1  Leon Blum, VId&al socialiste.

2  First performed at the Theatre Fran^ais, In Paris, on
January xo, 1861 ; published the $ame year with a dedication
to Prosper Merimeet